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(Abstract)

Russia’s Perception of the Situation in Korea
before and after the Sino-Japanese War and the

Triple Intervention

Han donghoon’

The purpose of this study is to examine Russia’s perception of the
Donghak Peasant Movement and the changes and characteristics of
Russia's Joseon policy that followed. The Donghak Peasant Movement
was a large-scale popular uprising that occurred in the late 19th century
amid political and social contradictions and the accelerated economic
invasion of foreign powers after the opening of the country. The
Donghak Peasant Army raised the banner of “anti-feudalism and
anti-foreign powers” and proposed a reform plan for the Joseon
government and established a central government office, thereby
attempting to resolve the internal and external contradictions of the
time on their own.

However, in relation to the military intervention of China and Japan
to suppress the Donghak Peasant Army, the surrounding great powers
began to respond quickly and closely to the new developments.
Therefore, in order to structurally understand the Donghak Peasant
Movement, we must not only study the Donghak Peasant Army itself,
but also pay attention to the trends of the Western powers. The Donghak

Peasant Army's occupation of Jeonju Castle was not only the trigger for

* Institute for Military History, MND, Military Branch, Senior Researcher
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the Sino-Japanese War, but also the starting point of changes in the
international order in East Asia, such as the Triple Intervention.
Accordingly, this study aimed to investigate the perception of the
Donghak Peasant Movement by the Western powers, the target of the
Donghak Peasant Army’s “anti-feudalism and anti-foreign powers,”
especially Russia, which led the Triple Intervention, and its influence
on Joseon policies.

After Russia established a border with Joseon in 1860, it had to
establish friendly relations with Joseon in order to resolve the poor
economic and military situation in the newly acquired Maritime
Province. After experiencing the Treaty of Amity and Commerce with
Joseon (1884), the Secret Treaty of Joseon and Russia, and the British
occupation of Geomundo Island, Russia aimed to maintain Joseon's
“status quo’ policy until the vulnerable conditions of the Maritime
Province were met.

The Donghak Peasant Revolution of 1894 was an event that threatened
this Russian policy of maintaining the status quo. Russian diplomats
stationed in the three East Asian countries, including the Russian Minister
to Joseon Dmitrevski, the Russian Military Attache to Japan Vogak, and
the Russian Minister to China Cassini, gathered information on the causes
and progress of the Donghak Peasant Revolution and reported it to their
home countries. They pointed out that the causes of the Donghak Peasant
Revolution were the contradictions within Joseon society, and expressed
their view to their home governments that the Donghak Peasant
Revolution would have an impact on the situation on the Korean
Peninsula.

As Russian diplomats stationed in East Asia had anticipated, the
situation in Joseon had become more serious. The conflict between Qing
and Japan had intensified over the withdrawal of the Qing and Japanese
troops that had entered Joseon to suppress the Donghak Peasant Army.
Russia had sought to increase its influence and voice in Joseon by taking

the lead in the withdrawal issue. However, when Japan refused and
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started a war with China, Russia could no longer remain a passive
mediator for the preservation of the status quo in Joseon.

After Japan's victory in the Sino-Japanese War, Japan took enormous
spoils of war, including reparations and the cession of the Liaodong
Peninsula, while expanding its influence over Joseon, Russia now
needed to actively intervene to check Japan. In the end, Russia, along
with France and Germany, attempted to pressure Japan through the
Triple Intervention while expanding its influence over Joseon. In other
words, the Donghak Peasant Movement led to a new phase in the
international situation surrounding Joseon, from the confrontation

between Qing and Japan to the confrontation between Russia and Japan.

Key word : Donghak, status quo, Dmitrevski, Vogak, Triple Intervention
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